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Decisions of the Supreme Court. 


Some of the decisions of this learned tribunal, 
during the present term, are of the very first im- 
portance. Two of them, in particular, force 
themselves upon the public attention, from the 
consequences which must necessarily attend them. 
One of these is the decision that the state autho- 
rities have not the power, in the case of their 
passing insolvent laws, to exonerate any thing but 
the person from debt. Property, therefore, sub- 
sequently acquired, either by descent or by in- 
dustry, remains subject to execution, for princi- 
pal and interest, whenever it con be found in the | 
possession of the person who has availed himself’ 
of a state insolvent law. M:ch uneasiness has; 
arisen, in many parts of the Union, from tlus opi-| 
nion of the Supreme Court. Individuals who, 
years ago, have taken the benefit of insolvent 
acts, by virtue of state enactments, and who, 
either by good luck, or attention to business, | 
have become rich, may well fear for their proper- } 
ty, for it now lies, naked and exposed, tothe she-! 
riffs or the marshals, under antiquated cluims, | 
which will doubtless revive with alacrity against 
them. Those who are liable to this reaction of 
justice seem to seek shelter under what are call- 
ed acts of limitation, which bar compulsory pay- 
mént if the sums due are not demanded within 
acertain time. This, however, is, in our opi- 
nion, but a slender protection for the unfortunate; 
and a great deal of vexation may be calculated 
upon, from the malice and greediness of unsatis- 
fied creditors. But, under this decision. of the 
Supreme Tribunal of the country, what are 
wretched debtors to do? The states can exempt 
nothing but their bodies from the harassing pur- 
suit of the law: The Congress, in making a bank- 
tupt law, will include only the ¢rading classes in 
their act. There must, nevertheless, be power, 
wmewhere, to free debtors from the load of obliga- 
tions under which they may labor. If the power 
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Will the United States, then, ‘in addition to a 
bankrupt law for traders, pass an insolvent law 
for all the other classes of the community? Or 
does the supreme court mean, by its opinion, 
that neither the states nor Congress can free 
any thing but the body of a mere insolvent who 
is no trader, from liability to compulsory process. 
We hope the decision of the court may not in- 
volve an inconsistency; and we presume it does 
not: But, of this, we shall be better enabled 
to judge when we have an opportunity of perus- 
ing the opinion itself, a copy of which will, we 
understand, be laid before the publicin a few 
days. 

The other decision to which we allude, and 
which, we believe, took place this day is that 
in the case of the state of Maryland against 
M‘Culloh, in which the opinion of the supreme 
court was given against the assumed right of a 
state legislature to tax the Bank of the United 
States. This is a very interesting adjudication, 
and will not fail to throw the friends of the state 
banks into a fever. We may calculate, hence- 
forth, that the contest>between the national and 
state banks will goon, to the great depreciation 
}of a large portion of the paper currency, and 
consequent loss to the community, until the one 
system of banking is rooted or nozzled out by the 
other; and the sooner that is done the better. In 
such a struggle, we should hope, as the least of 
two evils, that the Bank of the United States 
should prevail; for, in banking as in government, 
one tyrant may be better endured than two or 


three hundred. 





ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS, 
The second and last session of the fifteenth 
Congress was closed on Wednesday night, the 
third instant, a few minutes after nine o’clock. 
It underwent dissolution, of course, at least two 
hours before it was compelled to do so. The 
members have been, in one or two instances, re- 
proached for having done litsle or nothing. But 
on a closer inspection of their labors, we find that 
they have euactcd many laws of deep interest to 
the nation. We have not been enabled to pro- 
cure a list of them, for publication in this number 
of the National Register, but shall do so as soon 
as possible Among the acts approve |, however, 
we perceive one for the admission of a new state 
(Alabama) into the union; one for the erection of — 
a new territory (Arkansaw) beyond the river 
Mississippi; one to prohibit the trade in nertocs 
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United States, and to punish piracy, which must 
have a considerable influence in repressing the 
buccaneering so sapaciously carried on in the 
American seas; one to authorize the President to 
tuke possession of the Floridas, as soon as the 
king of Spain ratifies the treaty of cession; one 
appropriating ten thousand dollars for an effort 
to bring into a state of greater civilization certain 
Indian tribes; and other acts, which are calculated 
to promote the sale and settlement of the public 
lands, to advance the administration of justice, 
and the adjustment of public accounts. Seldom, 
indeed, have we known Congress, in a time of 
peace, transact so much business of the very first 
order, and to so great an extent. The session 
has likewise been marked, in its executive as- 
pect, by the extinction, under the treaty-making 
power, of indian tile to vast tracts of fertile coun- 
try; by the definition of the boundary between 
Canada and the United States, as well as that on 
our southwestern frontier, and the acquisition of 
a great extent of sea-coast, by the cheap purchase 
of the Floridas. The Philadelphia “Aurora” has 
frequently. said that President Moxroz has been 
guided by an evil genius. Whatever, or whoe- 
ver, that genius may be, it is due to truth and 
candor to say, that more has been effected by ad- 
ministration, within the last two sears, for tbe} 
happiness, prosperity, and grandeur, of the Amer- 
ican republic, than, with the exception of the 
triumphant war waged under Madison’s adminis- 
tration and the acquisition of Louisiana under 
Jefferson, has been procured for the United 
States since the acknowledgement of Indepen- 


dence and peace in 1783, 
ae 


DOCUMENTS 
Accompanying the letter of Mr. Secretary Adams 
to Mr. Erving, the minister of the United 

States at Madrid, in relation to the invasion of 

Flortda and the execution of Arbuthnott and 

Armbrister. 

No. 16. 
Report of captain Amelung to general Jackson. 
New Orieans, June 4th, 1816. 

Six,—In obedience to your order, received on 
the 6th of May last, | proceeded the next day for 
Pensacola; but owing to adverse winds, (havin 
to wait 12 days at the bay St. Louis) t only sateen 
at that place on the 24th May. I was received 
awl treated with great attention, by the governor 
and his officers, and afler recciving his answer to 
your letter, I left there on the 27th, and arrived 
here on the 2d instant. 

i have the honor to ¢ransmit herewith the an- 
swer of the governor, which I think embraces all 
the points, touched upon in your letter; and also | 
take the liberty to subjoin a translation thereof; 
as it might happen, that no person is near you, 
understanding the S:anish language. I am-firmly 
of opinion, that the governor asserts the truth in 
his “ommuimecaiion; and am convinced, that the 








uiucvitants of Pensucota- have suffered, and do! 


now suffer, more than our citizens, fi * 
istence of the fort and its garrison. Pract 
I also take the liberty of communicating such 
intelligence, as I have been able to collect from 
good authority, and which might perhaps be-of 
— a: . . . 
The fort in question is situated at Bonavi 
the eastern branch of the Appalidhecsin taal 5 
miles above its mouth, and 120 miles east of Pen, 
sacola, The river discharges itself into St. 
George’s Sound; and_vessels, drawing not more 
than 10 feet water, may come in between §t, 
George’s and St. Vincent’s islands: the bar, how- 
ever, is dangerous, and requires skilful pilots 
The fort was constructed by Nicholls and Wood. 
bine; and the British occasionally resorted 


thither; but on their final evacuation of this coun. 


try, left it in the possession of a garrison, com. 
— of negroes and Indians, with four pieces of 

eavy ordnance, anc 10,000 pounds of powder, 
&c About twenty Choctaws, a- number of Se. 
minoles, and a great number of runaway negroes, ’ 
are supposed to have been there some time ago; 
but a great part of these brigands have abantlon. 
ed the fort, on account of scarcity of provisions, 
and have ‘gone to Savannah (alias St. 3) 
river in East Florida; whither they will, no doubt, 
all retire, in case of an attack by land, as they have 
a scliooner, and several large boats, to make good 
their retreat by sea, if not interrupted. 

From this spot they can easily annoy our settlements 
on Flint river, and the whole Georgia frontier, and 
ure in a country where they can procure sub- 
sistence with facility. 

Pensacola itself, is, 1 can assure yoti, entirely 
defenceless. ‘The garrison consists of from 80 to’ 
1uU effective men, exclusive of a battalion of co- 
lored troops, say about 150 men, of whom the in- 
habitants themselves stand in constant dread. . 
‘They. have about 150 serviceable muskets, about 
500 musket cartridges, and not enough gun pow- 
der to fire a salute: one gun was mounting at Bar- 
rancas on the day I left there. To this is to be 
added, the dissatisfaction of the inhabitants, and 
even of a number of the officers of government, 
and the desire of a majority, to see a change ef- 
fected. I must not forget te present to you, on 
the part of the governor, the thanks of the inhubi- 
tants of Pensacola, for the exemplary and humane 
conduct of the army under your command at Pensa- 
cola; and I verily believe their professions to be 
sincere. 

‘The governor also, on my mentioning in con- 
versation, that | was persuaded you would willing- 
ly assist in destroying the fort, said, if the object 
was of sufficient importance to require the pre- 
sence of general Jackson, he. would be proud to 
be commanded by you; and that if the captain 
general of Cuba could not furnish him with the 
necessary means, he might perhaps apply to you 
for assistance. 

Having nothing further to add, I remain, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[Signed] VERO Z. AMELUNG,» 

. Cuptain 1st Infantry. 
A true copy—Jamrs T Dent, 
Judge Advocate Division of the South. 


Na, 17. 
General Jackson to the Secretary of War. 
Head Quarters, Division of the ae 
Nashville, June 14th, 1816. 
Sin,—I have this moment received the answer 
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manding officer and governor of Pen- 
ee ind of the 23d of April, which 1 haste: 
to forward for your information, as well as.the 
copy of the report of captain Amelung, of the Ist 
infantry, who was the bearer of my letter. I send 
you the original, retaining @ copy in English, for- 
warded to me by captain Amelung, 

The answer bears the marks of candor, and 
breathes the spirit of friendship; and as those ma- 
rauders on our frontier are acknowledged official- 
Jv, as rebels against the government of Spain, there 
‘ean be no fear of disturbing the good understand- 
ing that exists between us and Spain, by desctroy- 
ing the negro fort, restoring to the owners the 
negroes that may be captured. — 2 

The 4th and 7th infantry will be sufficient to 
destroy it; a few troops from the Ist infantry, with 
a small naval force, will prevent their escape and 
capture those vessels, named by captain Amelung 
in his report. J shall await your order, on this sub- 
ject, which shall ‘be promptly obeyed and executed. 

Iam respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
AND&EW JACKSON, ° 
Major general commanding Division 


of the South. 

The Hon. Win. H. Crawford, 

Secretary of War. 

No. 18. a. 
General Gaines to the Secretary of War. 
Camp near Fort Jackson, 
April 30th, 1816. 

Sin,—I have just now received a letter from 
lieutenant colonel Clinch, dated near the mouth 
of Summochichoba, the 26th instant, enclosing a 
communication from the Little Prince, a copy of 
which I enclose herewith. 

This chiefis on a tour down the river to visit 
the Seminole chiefs near the Apalachacola. 

The ostensible object ef the visit was to adopt 
measures to take the Negro fort; and as colonel 
Hawkins had.confidence in the promises of the 
Indians to effect this object, I sanctioned a requi- 
sition for supplying them with three hundred 
bushels of corn, to serve as rations. ‘That I have 
little faith in their promises I will not deny; but 
it seemed to me proper to encourage them in the 
prosecution of a measure which I felt persuaded 
would, if successful, be attended with gréat bene- 
fit to our southern frontier inhabitants, as well as 
the Indians themselves. 

1 have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) EDMUND P. GAINBS. 
The honorable William H. Crawford, 
Secretary of War. 
No. 18. 3. 

Talk from the Little Prince, Tustunuuggee Hopoy, 
to the commander of the United States’ forces in 
the Indian nation. 

Sfu,—Jackson and Hawkins spoke to us, and 
told we were their children. At the Tuskeegee 
meeting, you told us you would have the land as 
fag down as the summochichoba; but we chiefs 
djd not agree to it: you did not tell us then you 
would build forts along the river bank down: to 
the fork, but we heard since you issued orders to 
that effect. We do not think it friendly for one 
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‘hing about building of these forts. Did you know 
‘hese things, and keep them hid from me? We 
old our friend Hawkins, we would hold a meet- 
ing at this place on our way down. We were at 
the fort at Summochichoba, built by the command- 
ing officer—that he had orders tu build three forts. 
Our friend Hawkins told us to go down to the f rt 
of the blacks, and take them out of it, and give 
them to their masters, which we are at, at this pre- 
sent, when we have heard of Jackson’s orders about 
building these forts—we hear of your meeting at 
Tuskeegee. We hope you will detain the forces 
at the oe they are at, at present, and wait on 
the Indians, as | am sure they will be able to set- 
tle every thing; but all the chiefs are not yet met: 
you know that we are slow in our movements. I 
spoke to the commanding officer at Summochi- 
choba. He will read this, and write it off on a 
clean sheet, and send it on to the commander in 
chief and colonel-Hawkins. I-beg you will send 
me back an answer, and a sheet of paper, and a 
little ink, in order to enable me to write you again, 
if it should be necessary. 
T remain your friend, : A 
(Signed) TUSTANUGGEE HOPOY. 
A true coy—Ros: R. Rurrin, 
Lieutenaut Artillery, Aid-de-camp. 
Wrote as spoken by William Hambly, > 
‘ 26th April, 1816. 
(Signed) §W.S Pendleton. 


No. 19. 
General Gaines to colonel Clinch. 
Head Quarters, Fort a M. T. 
3d May, 1816, 

Srr,—Your letters up, to the 9th instant, have 
been received. The British agent Hambly, and 
the Little Prince, and others, are acting’ a part, 
which I have been at a loss for some time past to 
understand. Are they not endeavoring to amuse 
and divert us from our main object? Their tricks, 
if they be so, have assumed a serious aspect, and 
may lead to their destruction; but we have little 
to apprehend from them. They must be watched 
with an eye of vigilance. The post near the 
junction of the rivers, to which I called your at- 
tention, in the last month, must be establised - 
speedily, even if we have to fight our way to it 
through the ranks of the whole naticn. 
The surveyors have commenced laying off the 
land to be sold and settled; and they must be pro- 
tected. The force of the whole nation cannot ar- 
rest your movement down the river on board the 
boats, if secured up the sides with two inch plank, 
and covered over with clapboards; nor could all 
the nation prevent your landing and constructing 
a stockade work, sufficient to secure you, unless 
they should previously know the spot at which 
you intended to land, and had actually assembled 
at that place previous to, or within four hours of, 
vour landing; but your forceé is not sufficient to 
warrant your march to the different villages, as 
suggested, by land. The whole of your force, 
(except about forty men, or one company, for the 
defence of fort Gaines,) should be kept near your 
boats and supplies, until the new post shall be es- 
tablished. You may then strike at any hostile 
party near you, with all vour disposable force; . 
but, even then, you should not go more than one 
or twa days, march from your fort. 
If your supplies of provision and ammunition 
have reached you, let your deiachment move as 
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You can venture to move with twenty five days 
rations, but you should order a supply to the 
agency, or fort Gaines, where a boat should be 
built, and held in readiness to send down, in case 
any accident shonld prevent or delay the arrival 
of a supply which I have ordered from New Or- 
Jeans. 

I enclose you an extract of a letter containing 
an arrangement for the supply, by water, and 
have to direct that you* will - provide a boat, and 
despatch it with an officer and fifty men to meet 
the vessels from New Orleans, as soon as you are 
advised of their being on the river. One of your 
large boats will answer the purpuse, provided you 
have no barge or keel boat. Stiquld the baats meet 
with opposition, ut what is called the Negro Fort, ar- 
rangements will immediately be made for its destruc- 
sion, and for that purpose you will be supplied 
with two eighteen pounders and one howitzer, 
with fixt ammunitiun, and implements complete, 
to be sent in a vessel to accompany the provision. 
I have likewise ordered fifty thousand musket 
cartridges, some rifles, swords, &c. Should you 
be compelled to vo against the Negro Fort, you will 
land at a connenieut point above it, and force 4 com- 
munication with the commanding officer of te ves- 
sels below, and arrange with him your plan of attack. 
Upon this subject, you shall hear from me again, 
as soon as [ am notified of the time at which the 
vessels will sail from New Orleans. 

With great respect and esteem, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major general commanding 
Lieut. col. D. L. Clinch, 
or officer commanding on the Chattahooche. 


A true copy.—Kos. R. Rurrrs, Aid-de-camp. 


No. 20. 
Ganeral Gaines to Commodore Patterson. 

Fort Montgomery, May 22d 1816. 
Sir,—By a letter L have received from leuten- 
ant colonel Clinch, commanding a battalion of the 
4th regiment infantry, on the Chatahoochie, I learn 
that in the early part of the present month, a party of 
Indians surprized and took from the immediate vicin- 
ity of hiscamp, two privates sent out to guard a 
drove of beef catile, purchased forthe subsistence 
of the troops. The cattle, amounting to thirty 
head, were also taken; the Indians were pursué 
forty five miles, on a path leading to St. Marks, 
but being mounted and having travelled all night, 

escaped with ther prisoners and booty. . 


This outrage, preceded by the murder of two of} 


our citizeus, Johnzon and M‘Caskey, by Indians 
below the lines, and followed by certain indications 
of general hostility, such as the war dance, and 
drinking war physic, leaves no doubt that we shall 
be competied to destroy the hostile towns. 

‘The detached situation of the post, which I have 
ordered lieutenant colonel Clinch to establish 
near the Apalachicola, will expese us to great 
inconvenience and hazard, in obtaining supplies 
by land, particularly in the event ‘of war,. as the 
yoad will be bad, and the distance fromthe settle- 
ments of Georgia near one handred and fifty miles, 

Having advised with the commander in chief 
of the division upon this subject, L have determin- 
ed upon an experiment by water, and for this 


* Note—Thirty thousand rations have been ordered from 
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purpose have to request your cc-operation; should 
you feel authorized to detach a small gun vessel 
or two, as .\ convoy to the boats charged with our 
supplies up the Apalachicola, I am persuaded 
in doing so, you will contribute much to the bene. 
fit of the service, and accommodation of my im. 
mediate command in this quarter: the transports 
will be under the direction of the officer of the 
gun vessel, and the whole should be provided 
against an attack by small arms from shore. To 
guard against accidents, J will direct lieutenant co. 
lonel Clinch, to have in readiness, a boat sufficient to : 
carry fifty men, to meet the vessels on the river and 
assist them up. 
Should you find it to be convenient to send a 
convoy, l will thank you to inform me of the date 
of its departure, and the time which, in your judg. 
ment, it will tae to arrive at the mouth of the 
river ( Apalachicola.) 
Enclosed you will receive the best account 1 
can give you, from the information I have receiy- 
ed, of the Negro fort upon the Apalachacola, 
Should we meet with opposition from that fort, it shall 
be destroyed: and for this purpose the command. 
ing officer above, will be ordered to prepare all 
his disposable force, to meet the boats at, or just 
below, the fort, and he will confer with the com. 
manding officer of the gun vessels, upon the plan 
of attack. 
lam, with great consideration and esteem, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major general by brevet., 
Com. Daniel T. Patterson, U. §. Navy, ; 
commanding New Orleans station. 


No. 21. 
Commodore Patterson to lieutenant commandant 
Crawley. 
New Orleans, 19th June, 1816; 

S:n,—The enclosed copy ofa letter from major 
general Gaines, commanding the United States 
military forces, in the Creek nation, fully informs 
you of his situation and his expectation of imme- 
diate commencement of hostilities on the part of 
those Indians 

In consequence of the information contained in 
that letter, lL have promised the convoy therein 
requested; you will therefore take under your 
command, gun boat No. 149, and w::h that letter 
for guide, convoy the transports, with ordnance, 
provisions, kc. up the Apalachacola and Chatta- 
hoochie, to such point or points as may be re. 
quired, if practicable; showd you meet with opposi- 
tion from the Negro fort, situated as stated in the, 
letter on the former river, the military commanding 
officer will have orders to destroy it, in which you 
will co-operate; the plan of attack to be concerted 
between yourself and him; the transports will be 
under your direction entirely. 

In the event of hostilities between the Indians 
and the United States, you will if practicable af- 
ford any aid with your vessels in your power to 
the army. Remain in that river and co-operate 
with them until it shall be necessary to return 
here for provisions; but if you cannot aid them in 
their operations, you will then return immediate- 
ly, bringing with you the transports. 

The transports will rendezvous at the Pass 
Christian, and consist of the following vessels. 

Schooner Semilante, laden with ordnance. 





‘New Orleans, up the Apalachicola, aud commodore Patterson 
reyuesied to sea a convoy of uuc or two gua vessels, 


Geueral Pike, provisions. 
By late information the Negro fort mounts only 





~~ _.- es 


caTeFe weve @ 








Vor. VIL] 


six pieces of cannon, with about one hundred men 
in and about it, planting corn, and I apprehend no 
opposition from them whatever; in the event of your 
remaining to act with the army, you will commu- 
nicate with me by mail, through general Gaines. 
Should the boat mentioned in general Gaines’s 
letter not meet you prior to your arrival, at or 
near the Negro fort, and you have cause to ex- 
pect opposition, you will wait her arrival before 
you attempt to pass it, 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 
Bieut. Comt. Cha, E. Crawiey, 

United States’ Cutter Fox. 

No. 22. 
Commodore Patterson to J. Loomis. 
New Orleans, June 19th, 1316. 

Sin,—The enclosed despatch for lieutenant 
commandant Crawley is transmitted under cover 
to you, lest he might not arrive at the Pass Chris- 
tian, by the time the transports laden with ord- 
nance, provision, &c. mentioned to you verbally 
when here, shall arrive and be ready to proceed 
to their place of destination, in which case you 
will consider them as addressed to you and act ac- 
cordingly; inthat event you will take under your 
command gun boat No. 154, together with the 
transports, and proceed in execution of these in- 
structions: 

In the performance of the duties therein pointed 
ont, it will be necessary to act with vigor and judg- 
ment; and you will refrain from any act of hostilities 
against the Spanish force, or violation of their righis 
and laws. You will make no delay in your depar- 
ture from the Pass Christion, after the arrival 
there of No. 154 and the transports. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 

Sailing master Jarius Loomis, 
commanding U.S. gunboat, No. 149. 
No. 23. 
J. Loomis to Commodore Patterson. 

Bay St. Louis, 13th August, 1816, 

U.S. Gun Vessel, No. 149. 

Srr,—In conformity with your orders of the 
Oth June, € haye the honor to report, that with 
this vessel and No. 154, sailing master James Bas- 
sett, Ltook under convoy the sciooners General 
Pike and Semilante., laden with provisions and 
military stores, and proceeded for Apalachacola 
river; off the mouth of which we arrived on the 
10th July. At this place 1! received despatches 
from lieutenant colonel Clinch, commanding the 
4th regiment United States infantry, on the Cha- 
tahoochie river, borne by an Indian, requesting 
te to remain off the mouth of the river, until he 
could arrive with a party of men to assist in get- 
ting up the transports; desiring me also, to detain 
all vessels and boats that might attempt to de- 
scend the river. 

On the 15th, I discovered a beat pulling out of 
the river, and being anxious to ascertain whether 
we should be permitted peaceably to pass the 
fort above us, { despatched a boat with an officer 
to gain the necessary information; on nearing her, 
she fired a volley of musketry into my boat, and 
immediately pulled in for the river; L immediate- 
ly opened a fire on them from the gun vessels, but 
with no effeet. 











THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 149 


On the 17th, at 5 A. Vf. I manned and armed a 
boat with a swivel and musketry and four men, 
and gave her in charge of midshipman Luffbo-. 
rough, for the purpose of procuring fresh water, 
having run short of that article. At 11 A. M. 
sailing master Bassett, who had beén on a similar © 
expedition, came along side with the body of John 
Burgess, 0. S. who had been sent in the boat with 
midshipman Luffborough; his body was found néar 
the mouth of the river, shot through the heart. 
At 4 P. M. discovered a man at the mouth of the 
river on a sand bar; sent a boat and brought him 
on board; he proved to be John Lopaz, O. S. the 
only survivor of the boat’s crew sent with mid- 
shipman Luftborough. He reports, that on enter- 
ing the river, they discovered a negro on the 
beach near a plantation; that Mr. Luffborough or- 
dered the boat to be pulled directly for him; that 
on touching the shore he spoke to the negrv, and 
directly received a volley of musketry from two divi< 
sions of negroes and Indians, who lay concealed in 
the bushes on the margin of the river; Mr. Luff- 
borough, Robert Maitland, and John Burgess, 
were killed’ on the spot; Lopaz made his escape 
by swimming, and states that he saw the other 
seaman, Edward Daniels, made prisoner; Lopaz 
supposed there must have been forty negroes and 
Indians concernec in the capture of the boat. 

On the 20th July, T received by a canoe with 
five Indians, despatches from colonel Clinch, ad- 
vising that he had arrived with a party of troops 
and Indians at a position about a mile above the 
negro fort, requesting that I would ascend the 
river and join him with the gun vessels. He fur- 
ther informed me, that he had taken a negro bear- 
ing the scalp of one of my unfortunate crew, to 
one of the unfriendly Indian chiefs. On the 22d, 
there was a heavy cannonading in the direction 
of the fort. On the 23d, I received a verbal mes- 

from colonel Clinch, by a white man and two 
Indians, who stated that d¢olonel Clinch wished 
me to-ascend the river to a certrin bluff, and 
await there until [saw him. Considering that by 
so doing, in a narrow and crooked river, from 
both sides of which my decks could be command- 
ed, and exposed to the fire of musketry, without 
enabling me to act in my own defence; and also, 
that something like treachery might be on foot, 
from the nature of the message; I declined acting, 
retained the white man and one of the Indians as 
hostages, and despatched the other, with my rea- 
son for so doing, to colonel Clinch, that his views 
and communications to me in future must be made 
in writing, and by-an officer of the army. 

Lieutenant Wilson and thirteen men joined me 
on the 24th to assist in getting up with the trans- 
ports; he likewise informed me that colonel Clinch 
liad sent the canoe the day before. 

On the 25th L arrived with the convoy at Duell- 
ing Bluff, about four miles below the fort, where 
T was met by colonel Clinch; he informed mé that 
in attempting to pass within gun shot of the forti- 
fications, he had been fired upon by the negroes, 
anc that he had also been fired upon for the last 
four or five days, whenever any of his troops ap- 
peared in view; we immeditely reconnoitred the 
fort, and determined on a site to erect a small 
battery of two eighteen pounders to assist the gun 
vessels to force the navigation of the river, as it 
was evident from their hostility we should be. 
obliged to do. 

On the 26th the colonel began to clear away 
the hyshwood for the erection ef the battery; Ie 
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however stated to me that he was not acquainted 
with artiliery, but that he thought the distance 
was too great to do execution. On this subject 
we unfortunately differed totally in opinion, as we 
were. within point blank range; he however or- 
dered his)nen to desist from further operations; 
IT then told him that the gun vessels would attempt 
the passage of the fort in the morning, without his 
aid. At 4A.M onthe morning of the 27th, we 
began warping the gun vessels to a proper posi 

tion, at 5 getting within gun shot, the fort open- 
ed upon us, which we returned, and after ascer- 
taining our real distance with cold shot, we com- 
menced withshot, (having cleared away our cop- 
pers for that purpose,) the first one of which en- 
tering th¢ir m ine, blew up and completely 
destroved| the fort. The negroes fought under the 
English Jack, accompanic.l with the red or bloody 
flug. 

this was a regularly constructed fortification, 
built under the immediate eye and direction of 
colonel Nicholls of the British army; there were 
mounted on the walls, and in a complete state of 
equipment for service, four lung 24 pounders, 
cannon; four long 6 ditto; one 4 pounder field 
prece, and a 54 inch brass howitz, with three hun- 
dred negroes, men, women, and children, and 
about 20 Indian warriors of the renegado Choc- 
taws; of these 270 were killed, and the greater 
part of the rest mortally wounded; but three es 
caped unhurt; among the prisoners were the 
chiefs of the negroes and Indians 
the prisoners they stated that Edward Daniels, 
O. S. who was made prisoner in thie boat on the 
17th July, was tarred and burnt alive. Jn conse- 
quence of this‘savage act, both the chiefs were exe- 
cuted on the spat by the friendly Indians. 

From the best information we could ascertain 
there were, 

2,500 stand of musketry, with accoutrements 

complete. . 

500 carbines. 

500 steel scabbard swords. 

4 cases containing 200 pair pistols. 

300 qr. casks rifle powder. 

762 .arrels of cannon powder, besidesa large 
quantity of military stores and clothing, that I was 
not able to collect any account. of, owing to an 
engagement made by colonel Clinch with the In- 
dians, in which he promised them al! the property 
captured, except the cannon and shot. 

The property captured on the 27th July, ac- 
cording to the best information we could obtain, 
and at the lowest calculation, could not have been 
less than $200,000 in value, the remnant of the 
property, that the Indians did not take, was 
transported to fort Crawford, and te this place, an 
inventory of which t have the honor to transmit 
for your further information 

“ On sounding the river, { found it impassable 
for vessels drawing more than four and a half feet 
water, consequently, colonel Clinch took the pro- 
vision from the General Pike into flats, and light 
ened the Semilante, so as to enable her to ascend 
the river as high as fort Crawford. On the 3: 
August, sfter setting fire to the remaining paris 
of the fort and village, EI left the river and arrived 
at this anchorage on the 12ih current. 

I cannot close this letter without expressing to 

‘ou, my entire approbation of the conduct of sail 
ing master James Bassett, commanding gun ves 
sel No. 154, for bis cool, deliberate, and master!. 
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all cases of difficulty and danger. 
every man and officer did his duty. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
Commodore Daniel T’. Patterson, 
commanding U. S. Naval Forces, 
New Orleans station. 
No. 24. 
Commodore Patterson to the Secretary 6f the Navy. 
New Orleans, August 15th, 1813, 
Sin,—Itis with great satisfaction Ido myself the 
honor to transmit herewith, a copy of the report 
of operations of two gun vessels, under the com. 
mand of sailing master Jarius Loomis, despatched 
at the request of major general Gaines, command- 
ing the U, S. army i.* the Creek nation, to convoy 
two transports, laden with ordnance, stores, and 
provision, up the rivers Apalachacola and Chata- 
hoochie, to fort Crawford, for the use of the ar- 
my; as also, copies of the major general’s letter 
to me, and of my instructions to Mr. Loomis, 
You will perceive by Mr. Loomis’s statement, 
that the unprovoked and wanton aggression committed 
by a party of negroes on his boats, as also their hos- 
tile disposition and conduct to the army and the 
gun vessels, on their approaching the fort, 
evinced in the strongest manner their intention to 
dispute his passage past their fort, rendered it ne- 


In fact > Sir, 


J. LOOMIS, 


\|cessary to silence their fire and capture the fort. 


The very able manner and short time in which 
this was so effectually accomplished, with a force 
so very inferior, reflects the greatest credit upon 
Mr. Loomis, and the officers and men under his 
command; the 9th shot and first hot one, pro- 
ducing the explosion, and unless the fort had sur- 
rendered or been destroyed, it would have been 
impossible for the army to have received those 
supplies, of which they stood in so much need, 
and without which their operations against the 
hostile Indians, must necessarily have been mate- 
rially retarded, if not totally suspended, and it was 
from the very gteat importance, as detailed by 
general Gaines, that those stores and provisions 
should reach the army in safety, that 1 felt it adu- 
ty incumbent upon me, w!sen thus called upon, to 
afford the requisite convoy for their protection. 
The service rendered by the destruction of this 
fort and the band of negroes who helt it and the 
country in its vicinity, is of great and manifest im- 
portance to the United States, and particularly 
th: 2 states bordering on the Creek nation, as it 
had become the general rendezvous for runaway 
slaves and disaffected indians, an asylum where 
they were assured of being received; a strong 
hold where they found arms and ammunition to 
protect themselves against their owners and the 
government; this hold being <lestroyed, they have 
no longer a place to fiy to, and will not be so lia- 








conduct, and the support f received from him in 


ble to avscond. The able manner in which this 
enterprize was conducted, cannot but impress the 
hostile Indians also with a dread of pur arms, and 
increase the conhdence of those whogare frieiidly; 
add to which, that the force of the negroes was 
daily ahcréasing, aud they felt themselves so strong 
and secure, that they had commenced several 
plantations on the fertile banks of the Apalacha- 
cola, which would have yielded them every atticls 
of sustenance, and which would consequently, mn 
4 short time, have rendered their establishment 
juite formidable and Lightly injurious to the neigh 
boring states. ‘ 








vo. 10 


] Sir, 


fort. 
hich 
force 
1pon 
r his 
pro- 
sur- 
een 
hose 
eed, 
t the 
bate- 
was 
d by 
suns 
a du- 
n, to 
on. 

‘this 
| the 
t im- 
larly 
as it 
\way 
here 
rong 
n to 
l the 
have 
> lia 


this 


idly; 

was 
rong 
ye ral 
cha- 
ticle 
y, in 
nent 


sighs 





Vor. VII.J 


The English union jack, and red, or biov: 


flags, under which they committed their unpro- 
yoked hostilities against the American flag, are in 
my posses:ion, and 1 shall have the satisfaction of 
forwarding them to the Department, by the first 
safe. conveyance. It appears very extraordinary 
and remains with the English government to ex- 
lain the authority for the flag being thus hoisted 
Py a band of outlaws. as also their officer, colonel 
Nicholls, having placed so strong a work, and with 
so large a supply of arms (most of which were 
erfectly new and in their cases) ammunition. and 
every other implement requisite to enable the ne- 
sand Indians to prosecute offensive opéra- 
tions against the United States; in possession of 
negroes too, known to be runaways from the 
United States, and that too, sometime after peace 
had taken place. , 

Herewith is transmitted a copy of the inventory 
of the articles saved from the explosion, designat- 
ing those furnished the army for public use and 
those brought off and deposited here. 

i regret extremely the loss of Mr. Luffborough, 
killed in the service, who though much indisposed, 
and having scnt in his resignation to the Depart- 
ment, very handsomely volunteered his services 
and accompanied the expedition; Mr. Loomis 
reports his conduct in the highest terms of appro- 
bation. 

I avail myself of this occasion with great satis- 
faci.o to recommend to the partia: ar notice of 
the Depa: ment, sailing masters Jairus Loomis 
andJan : Bassett, commanding the gun boats on 
this expedition. as highly meritorious officers. 

I cannot but lament exceedingly the great loss 
of lives occasioned by the destruction of the fort, 
though caused by their opposition to a passage of 
the river and hostilities most wickedly commenced 
upon a friendly flag, under which not the slightest ag- 
gression would have been offered them. 

he course pursued in this service, and the re- 
sult will, | trust, meet the approbation of the Pre- 
sident of the United States. 

1 have the honor to be, 
’ With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 
The hon. Benjamin W. Crowninshield, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 


No. 25. 
Governor Kindelan to G. Cockburn. 
Most Excellent Sir,—The support and protec- 


. tion which tiie subaltern officers of the troups 


under your command, now on Cumberlan¢ Island, 
afford to the runaway slavesof this province, under 
my charge, inviting them to desert their masters, 
and enlist as soldiers, with the tempting promise 
of the liberty which they will enjoy, when once 
they are transported to H. B. majesty’s colonies, 
has filled with consternation the peaceable inhabi 

tants, subjects of H C. M. to which may be added, 
the aggravation offered them, by the manner in 
which the restoration has been eluded, as to an 

swer the claim which their masters make person 

ally, by saying, that they might take those that 
would accompany them voluntarily, is the same 


thing as to refuse their restoration; for where is |] 


the slave that will voluntarily return to slavery, if 
left to his election? For my part, even if there did 
not exist that good understanding, concord, and 
friendship betwixt our respective nations, I should 





THE NAT'ONAL REGISTER. 151 


teel very averse to suppose that the British go- 
vernment, generous England, would tolerate in 
its subjects, the spoliation of this property, be- 
longing to the pacific, industrious, and defence- 
less planter, not only of a friendly power, but (ex- 
cepting in certain cases) I conceive, they would 
not permit it towards an ‘enemy; I pronounce it 
as undeniable, that this laudable maxim has ever 
been so religiously observed by civilized and en- 
lightened people, that until now it has always been 
considered as an inviolable principle of the laws 
of nations. f 

This abuse or disorder, most excellent sir, from 
its important nature, demands from your excel- 
lency, the most prompt and efficacious remedy in 
your power, in order to do away those appear. 
ances of hostility, which such unusual proceed- 
ings manifest; as well as to avoid the conse- 
quences which must result from them, and which, 
for my part, I shall endeavor to obviate by every 
means in my power, requesting Y. E. again to or- 
der the restoration, without restriction, of the 
aforesaid Spanish property, which I now demand 
.of you, officially, for the second time. 

Permit me to offer to Y.E. personally, my sen- 
timents of high consideration, whose life I pray 
God to preserve many years. 

(Signed) JO3. KINDELAN, 

St Augustine, E. F. : 

18th February, 1815. 
His Excellency George Uockburn, &c. &c. Ee. 


No. 28. 
General Jackson to governor Mazot. 
Head Quarters, Division of the South, 
Fort Gadsden, March 25, 1818. 
Srr,—I have ordered a supply of provisions to 
be sent from New Orleans, via Pensacola, to Fort 
Crawford on the Conaco This route has been 
adopted as the most speedy one of provisioning 
one of my garmsons, which must be maintained 
during the present contest against our mutual en- 
emies the Seminole Indians. And I cannot but 
express a hope, that no attempt will be made to 
interrupt the free passage of my transports to that 
post. Iam not disposed to enter into any contro- 
versy with you on the right which our government 
may claim to the free navigation of such water 
courses as head within her limits, but flow through 
the territory of his catholic majesty; preferring 
to leave these subjects to be settled by those le- 
gally authorized. But as it is necessary for me to 
make use of the Escambia river, in passing up pro- 
visions to the garrison at fort Crawford, I wish to 
be distinctly understood, that any ‘attempt to in- 
terrupt the passage of my transports, cannot be 
received in any other light than as « hostile act on 
your part. I will not permit myself for a moment 
to believe, that you would commit an act sce con- 
trary to the interests of the king your master. 
His catholic majesty, as well as the United States, 
are alike interested in chastising a savage foe, who 
have too long warred with impunity -against his 
subjects, as well as the citizens of this republic; and 
I feel persuaded, that every aid which you can 
give to promote this object, will be cheerfully 
adasen : : 
I am, with sentiments of respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major general commanding, 
Jose Mazot, governor of Pensa€ola. 
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No. 29. 
Governor Mazot to general Jackson. 
(Translation.) 

Most Excellent Sir,—Your excellency’s letter i 
of the 25th of last month has been delivered to 
me, also that of the 16th, in answer to mine of the 
16th of February preceding. { now have the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of both, and to reply 
to the former: 

In the month of May last. yielding to a spirit of 
conciliation, I gave permission to the schooner 
Victory from New Orleans, to pass up the Escam- 
bia to the American fort with a cargo of provi- 
sions; prompted by the same sentiment, I gave a 
similar permission in January4iast, to captain Call, 
of the schooner Italiana, to proceed to the same 
place; and subsequently, pursuing the same friend 
ly and concilitary fcelings, { allowed lieutenant 
Fiddy, belonging to the garrison of the fort above 
alluded to, who had been commissioned for thai 
purpose by malpt Youngs the commandant, to 
supply himself here with sixty barrels of provi- 
sions. The cargo of the schooner Italiana being 
still deposited here, I conceive that the introduc 
tion of the further supply requested by your ex- 
cellency, is not necessary at present. Notwith- 
standing this, as I infer from your excellency’s let- 
ter that the said provisions are now on the way, 
and am disposed to grant the same indulence as 
heretofore, while it is not less my duty to enforce 
the established regulations and restrictions, which 
require that the supplies should be consigned to a 
Spanish trading house, which will undertake to 
forward them and secure the payment of the royal 
import and export duties. 1 will give permission 
for them to pass in like manner as the first, it be- 
ing however well understood, that neither no 
nor hereafter, the United Staies can pretend to or 
acquire any right in consequence of these indul- 
gences, which are perfectly gratuitous, and grant- 
ed solely in consequence of existing circum 
stances. which, as your exccllency states to me, 
prevent the arrival of supplies to the said fort 
Crawford through any other channel; in addition 
you are pleased to remark, that, you are not <is- 
posed to enter into any discussion with me on the 
subject of the right which may be claimed by 
the U. States to the free navigation of the Escambia. 

Vo a discussion of this nature Iam no less averse 
than your exceHency; because it is one not with 
in my province, and becanse it is my duty, as a 
subordinate officer to conform to the orders of my 
superior; therefore, until I receive orders to the 
contrary, 1 am bound, in reference to this point, 
strictly to adhere to the existing treaties between 
the United States and Spain. On referring to the 
last treaty of amity, limits, and navigation, I per. 
ceive nothing that stipulates the free navigation 
of the river alluded to; but, on the contrary, that 
the sovereignty of the king my master in and over 
all the territories, coxsts, rivers, posts, and bays, 
situate to the south of the thirty first degree of 
north latitude, is solemnly and explicitly acknow- 
ledged by the United States. And if, in conside. 
ration of the present extraordinary circumstances, 
farther momentary concessions are required, I re- 
quest your excellency to have the goodness to 
apply for that purpose in future to the authority 
on whom they may depend, as I am wholly unau. 
thorized in this matter. God preserve you many 


youl (Signed) JOSH MAZOT. 
_ ia “Pensacola, 15th April, 1818. 
Lo his jExcellency Agdrew Jackson: 


| 
Tea 





4 
[No. 19 


True copies of the documents deposited in th; 
command. Pensacola, 2d May, i618, in beh 
sence of the secretary (by indisposition,) 


(Signed) BUENAVENTURA DUBREUIL, 


No. 30. 
General Jackson to covernor Mazot. 
Head Quarters, Division of the South 
St. Marks, April 27, 1818, * 

Sin,—After 1 left this post for St. Juan, to dis. 
perse and destroy the mutual enemy of Spain and 
the United States, a small schooner with men ait] 
supplies arrived at Pensacola, and was taken pos- 
session of, and detained by my officer left in com- 
mand. This vessel has been liberated, with al} 
her effects, except some cloathing of the United 
States, (unacccompanied with any invoice,) and 
which has beer detained as supposed to be a 
of that taken in the boat, within the territory of 
this republic, in which lieutenant Scott, of the 
United States army, with his command, were g0 
inhumanly massacred. 

I regret being compelled to state to you, that 
fromthe papers and other proofs taken at St, 
Juan, the quantity of American cattle found at 
St. Marks, and putchased by me from the com- 
missary of the post, and the intercourse kept ap 
between this post and the hostile Indians, there 
is too much ground to believe, that the Indians 
have been encouraged, aided, and abetted by the 





officers of Spain in this cruel war against the 
United States. Proof positive exists that the In- 
dians were supplied with ammunition by the late 
commandant of St. Marks. The United States 
cloathing being found on board of a vessel, in 
the employ of the government of Spain, sailing 
from Pensacola, direct for this post, compels me 
to call on you for a statement in what manner you 
came possessed of said cloathing. 

‘The good understanding that so happily exists 
hetween his catholic majesty and the United 
States, formed a just ground to believe, that his 
agents would have discountenanced this cruel and 
savage war, waged against the citizens of this 
republic; too wea’ to comply with her treaties 
with the United States, or chastise her own sa- 
vage subjects waging war against a friendly na- 
tion. It was scarcely to be believed that her offis 
cers would have been detected in aiding and a- 
betting this enemy, assisting her with intelli- 
gence of our movements, and purchasing of him 
the property depredated of us. America, just 
to her treaties, and anxious to maintain peace 
with the world, cannot, and will not permit such 
a savage war to be carried on in disguise any 
longer. 

Asylums have been granted to the persons and 
property of our Indian foe, (fugitives from the ter- 
ritory of the United States.) Facilities deemed 
by me necessary to te. ninate a war, which, under 
existing treaties, should have been maintained by 
Spain, for feeding my troops, and liberating the 








subjects of Spain, imprisoned by the Indians, have 
all been denied by the officers of his catholic ma- 
jesty. All these facts prove the unjust conduct of 
Spanish agents in the Floridas. It cannot be 
ionger tolerated; and although a republic fond of 
peace, the United States know her rights, and at 
the expense of war will maintain them. 
(Signed) ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major general com 
Don Jose Mazot, governor of Pensacola. 
(Documents to be continued.] 
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: consolation to reflect that whatever of zeal or ca- 
Congr ess of the United States. pacity I possess, has been devoted to the dis- 


SENATE. 
Saturday, February, 27. 

The bill from the other House, to authorize the 

éople of Missouri to form a Constitution, &e. 
was resumed; and, with the various motions rela- 
tive to it, gave rise to a long and animated debate. 

Mr. Wilson moved to postpone the further con- 
aideration of the bill to a day beyond the session; 
which motion was decided as howe: i S 

AS.—Messrs. Burrill, Daggett, Dickerson, King, Lecoc 
alten, Morrill Otis, Roberts Sanford, Storer, Tichcnor, Vai 
Wilson,.—14. 

PA YS.—Messre. Barbour, Crittenden, Dana, Eaton, Ed- 
wards, Eppes, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, 
Johnson, e, Macon, Morrow, Nobie, roa, Sea, 
Stokes, Tait, Talbot, Thomas, Williams of Miss. Williams of 
Tennessee.—23. ze 

So the motion was negatived. ba 

On the question to agree to a proposition to 
strike out the restriction against the introduction 
or toleration of slavery in said new state, a divi- 
sion of the question was called for, and the ques. 
tion was taken on striking out the latter clause 
of said restriction, as follows: ** And that all chil- 
dren of slaves, born within the said state, after the 
admission thereof into the Union, shall be free, 
but may be held to service until the age of twenty- 
five years”? And decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Crittenden, Daggett, Dana, 
Faton; Edwards, Eppes, Fromentin, Gaillard, Go!dshorough, 
Horsey, Johnson, King, Lacock, Leake, Macon, Morrow, 
Otis, Palmer, Roberts, Sanford, Stokes, Storer, Tait, Talln<, 
Taylor, Thomas, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss. 
Williams, of Ten.—31. ‘ : . ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Burrill, Dickerson, Me'len, Morril, Noble, 


Ruggies, Wilson,—7,. . 

So it was agreed to strike out that clause. 

The question was then taken to strike out the 
first clause of said restriction, in the words fol- 
lowing: “And provided also, That the further’ 
introduction of slavery or involuntary servitude | 
be prohibited, except for the punishmentof crimes 
whereof the party shall have been duly convict- 
ed;” and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Crittenden, Eaton, Edwards, | 
Eppes, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, John- ; 
son, Lacock, Leake, Macon, Otis, Palmer, Stokes, Tait, | 
Talbot, Thomes, Van Dyke, Williams. of ‘Ten.---22. 

NAYS.—Mes:.'s. Burriil, Daggett, Dana, Dickerson, King, : 
Mellen, Morril, Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, { 
Storer, Taylor, ‘Tichenor, Wilson.---16, is ' 

So it was decided to strike out this clause; 
a’so; when, . ' 

Before finally acting on tlie bill, the Senate ad-' 
_journed. 





é‘ Wednesday, March 5. 
On motion of Mr. Burrill, of Rhode Island, the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted: ; 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the | 
Senate be presented to the honorable James Bar- | 
bour, Senator from Virginia, for the dignified and 
impartial manner in which he has discharged the 
important duties of President of the Senate since 
he was called to the chair. 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the 
Senate be also presented to the hon. John Gaillard, 
Senator from South Carolina, for the dignified and 
impartial manner in which he discharged the im- 
portant duties of President of the Senate during 
the time he presided therein. 

Mr. Bannovr, in reply, addressed the Senate 





as follows: 

Gentlemen: The sensibility produced by this 
new evidence of your kindness and approbation. 
isbeyond my power to express. I would rather 
tefer to your own bosoms as furnishing a more 


charge of the duties of my station. Your appro- 
bation is-more than an ample reward. Permit 
me, as the moment of separating is approaching, 
from all for a season, from some perh-ps forever, 
to tender you alt an affectionate farewell, and to 
pray that, upon your return to your respective 
homes, your reception may be such, in all your 
relations, as may make you happy. 

Mr. Gaillard next rose and replied as follows: 

Mr President: Next to the satisfaction” aris- 
ing from the consciousness of faithfully perform- 
ing our duty, the favorable opinion of those with 
whom we are associated, affords the highest gra- 
tification that can be received; and the present 
vote of approbation, together with the many acts 
of kindness I have experienced from this honora- 
ble body, have excited in my mind feelings of 
gratitude which neither time nor circumstances 
can ever efface. 

Thursday, March 4. 

It is scarcely necessary to give the journal of 
the two Houses of yesterday, since the list of acts 
will show what was not done, as weil as what 
was done. 

The bill providing for a state government in 
the Missouri territory, and the admission thereof 
into the Union, was received from the House of 
Representatives, with a message that the House 
disagreed to that amendment of the Senate there- 
to, which struck out the prohibitory clause con- 
cerning the toleration of slavery in said state; 
whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Tait, the Senate resolved to 
adhere to their said amendment, 

HOUSR OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
' Friday, February 26. 

The Flouse, on motion of Mr. Simkins, resolu- 
ed itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Smith 
of Md. in the chair, on the resolution from the 
Senate proposing an amendment to the constitu- 


|| tion of the United States, so faras to make uni- 


form the mode of electing electors of President 
and Vice President of the United States, and Rep- 
resentatives to Congress. - 

Mr. Simkins offered afew remarks in favor of 
the resolution, and of acting on it definitely, as it 
lad passed one branch.of the legislature, and had 
been so long before the public that every mind 
was made up and could decide on it without a 
protracted debate. 

Mr. Tucker of Va. prefacing his motion with a 
few remarks in its support, proposed to amend 
the resslution so as to apportion the number 
of electots of each state to the number of repre« 
sentatives ylone, and not to the number of Sena- 
tors and Representatives of each state. 

Mr. Cobb spoke against taking up a subject of 
such great importance at this late period of the 
session; and hoped the committee would rise and 
lay the resolution by. 

Mr. Tallmadge offered a few remarks, chiefly 
against the amendment proposed by Mr. Tucker. 

Mr. Barbour of ¥a. opposed acting on a pro- 
position at this late hour, which went to change, 
in a great degree, the frame of our government, 
and entered into a brief view of the effects of the 
resolution. In the coufse of his remarks he re- 
ferred to a further amendment which it was the 








correct standard by whieh te appreciate it, I have 


intention of Mr. Tacker to offer, providing that, 


4 











154 


in the event of the election of Pres‘dent devolv- 
ing on the House of Representatives, according 
to the provisions of the constitution, the election 
shall be determined by plurality of votes instead 
of a plura'ity of states. 

Mr. Willlams, of North Carolina, replied to Mr. 
Barbour, speaking briefly in favor of the resolu- 
tion, and of acting on it immediately. 
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Mr. Taylor, to get rid of a subject which there 
was not now time properly to consider, and to} 
which he was also opposed, moved that the com. | 
mittee rise. The motion was Jost, yeas 66, nays | 
66—the chairman voting in the negative. 

Mr. Holmes spoke a short time against the a- 
mendment, which went to weaken the influence | 
of the small states, in the event ofthe Presiden- 
tial election having to be decided by the House, 
which he was opposed to, although from a large 
state himself; and 

Mr. Tucker supported his amendment by a few 
observations; and concluded by renewing the mo- 
tion for the committee to rise; which motion was 
carried; and, after discharging the committee from 
the further consideration of the subject— 

Mr: Taylor moved to lay the amendment on 
the table; which motion was decided in the af- 
firmative by yeas and nays, as follows: 

For laying it on the table 79 
Against it 73 

So it was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Robert Moore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be 
istructed to inquire whether, in his opininn, the 
public service will require any aid from the Unit- 
ed States in removing the obstructicns occasion- 
ed by the Sand Bar at the entrance of the har- 
bor at Presque Isle, or Lake Erie, and make re- 
port at the next session of Congress. 

Mr. Moore aiso submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was rejected. 

Resolved, ‘Yhat the Secretary of War be in- 

structed to inguire whether the pul:lic interests 
will be promoted by subscribing for shares 
in the turnpike road from Pittsburg to Waterford, 
in Pennsylvania, and make report at the next 
session. 
_ Mr. Rich, having obtained the floor, remarked, 
that he rose for the purpose of submitting a mo- 
tion, the object of which was to call upon the Se- 
cretary of War for infermation, to be communica- 
ted at the next session of Congress, in relation fo 
the Military Academy. ‘He said he had been in- 
duced to submit the motion from a belief that, 
either in the organization of the government of 
the Academy, er in the administration of it, there 
were some defects; and from a further betief that 
Congress were not possessed of the information 
necessary to enable it to judge, whethgr the coun. 
try received a fair equivalent for the large ex- 
penditures which were annually made upon that 
institution. He then submitted the following re- 
solutions, which were adopted. 

Resolved That the Secretary of War be in- 
structed to repurt to this House, at an carly peri- 
od of the next session of Congress, a copy of such 
rules and regulations as shall have been adopted 
& =the government of the Military Academy, to- 
gether witha list of the cadets. which were at- 
tached to said Academy, on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1815, and of such as fall have been appoint- 
ed between the said first day of January, and the 
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territories from whence they came—a list of 

as shall have resigned, or have been Cismissed 

and at what period; also a list of such as shall 
have been commissioned in the army, with the 
date of their commissions; and of such as shal} 
have resigned, with the date of their Tesigng. 
tion. 

Resolved, That the said Secretary be instructed - 
to report as aforesaid, whether any, and if an 
what legislative provisions are necessary for the 
more convenient organization and government of 
said Academy; the better to ensure a strict obedi. 


\| ence to all proper orders, and a suitable res 


for the rights of those whose duty it may be to 
yield obedienee. 

On motion of Mr. Spencer, the committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union, was dischar- 
ged from the further consideration of the resoly- 
tions submitted by him on the subject of the Bank 
of the United States, and the resolutions were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Saturday, February 27, 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, : 

Resolved, Vhat the Secretary of the Treasy 
be requested to inform this House what sums of 
money have been paid to the Attorney General of 
the United States for extra services, designating 
the services. and the fund from which the Money 
has been paid. 

The following message, under the date of yes. 
terday, was received from the president of the 
United States, by the hands of Mr. J. J. Monroe. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States. 
. The treaty of amity, settlement, and limits, be- 
tween the United States and his Catholic Majes. 
ty, having been, on the part of the United States, 
ratified, by and with the advice and consent ofthe 
Senate, copies of it are now transmitted to Con- 
gress, As the ratification on the part of Spain 
may be expected to take place during the recess 
of Congress, I recommend to their consideration 
the adoption of such legislative measures, contin- 
gent upon the exchange of the ratifications, as 
may be necessary or expedient for carrying the 
treaty into effect, in the interval between the 














30th of September, 1819, exhibiting the date of], 


their several appointments, with the states and 


sessions, and until Congress, at their next session, 
may see fit to make farther provision on the sub- 
ject. JAMES MONROE, 

The message was read, and refei~ed to the 
committee on foreign relations, and - permission 
given to the committee to sit during the sittings 
of the House. 

Mr. Holmes, from that committee, subsequent- 
ly reported a bill, authorizing the president ofthe 
United States to take possession of East and West 
Florida, for the transportation thence of the Spa- 
nish authorities, and providing for the temporary 
government of the territory, &c. which was twice 
read. 

The House resumed ‘he consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the general appro- 
priation bill, and concurred in all except that 
which was disagreed to by the committee of the 
whole yesterday, and so reported to the House. 

The amendment was an appropriation of 5,300 
dollars.to be repaid to the owners of the British 
vessel Lord Nelson, which was captured on lake 
Ontario twelve days before the declaration of the 
late war, brought in and sold by agreement, at 
the moneys placed in the hands of the court; the 
capture was afterwards adjudged to be illegal, 
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and the proceeds of the sale ordered to be refun- 
ded. In the mean time, the ck 1k of the court 
had absconded, with the moneys in his hands, 
_and it was the purpose of this amendment to pay 
the amount out of the public treasury, ir 
Some debate took place on the amendment, in 
which it was opposed on the ground that the cir- 


bv acommittee of the House; that there were nu- 
merous claims of our own citizens which would 
be unsuccessful at this session, from the want of 
time to act on them; that this case ought not to 
have preference, &c. The amendment was sup- 
ported on the merits and extreme hardness of the 
case, and the injustice of withholding payment, 





The disagreement to this amendment was con- 
curred in by the House, and the bill again sent 
to the Senate. 

In debate on Saturday the 27th ult. on the 
proposition to take off the back interest on suc! 
of the public debtors, for the purchase of lands, 
as shall pay the instalments which are due prior 
to the 20th. March, 1820, Mr. Poindexter and 
Mr. Barbour spoke against the amendment, and 
Mr. Harrison in favor of it; the former upon the 
ground of its being a new principle, which ought 
not to be adopted without a greater necessity 
than now appeared to exist; that the bill to which 
the amendment was offered prevented a forfeit- 
ure of such lands as were not paid forone year 
longer; that this was going far enough: the pur- 
chasers had the advantage of the rise of the iand, 
and it was no hardship to make them pay the back 
interest, which even a court of equity would have 
made them pay for not complying with their con- 
tracts. ; 

To this Mr. Harrison replied, that the amend- 
ment was a reasonable and just provision, both in 
relation to the public interests as well as that of 
individuals. The persons who would suffer by 
the present pecuniary embarrassments were the 
poorer class of people, who had no agency what- 
ever in producing these embarrassments, and 
who were not able to bear the heavy penalty 
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tuality was produced by events which those who 
were subject to pay it could not control. 

Monday, March 1. 
On motion of Mr. Spencer, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
be requestéd to transmit to Congress, at an early 
period in its next session, a general statement of 
the condition of the Bank ofthe United States 
and its offices, similar to the returns made to him 
by the Bank; and a statement exhibiting, as near- 
ly as may be practicable, the amount of capital 
invested in the different chartered banks in the 
several states, and in the District of Columbia, the 
amount of notes issued by those banks in circula- 
tion, the public and private deposites in them, 
the amuunt of discounts and loans made by them 
and remaining unpaid, and the total quantity of 
specie they possess. And that he be requested, 
= to report such’ measures as in his opinion 
may be expedient to procure and retain a sufh- 
cient quantity of gold and silver coin in the Unit- 
ed States, or to supply a circulating medium in 
place of specie, adapted to the exigency of the 
country, and within the power of the govern- 
ment. 

The House, on motion®f Mr. Poindexter, a- 
greed, by a vote of 48 to 44, to postpone the 
preceding orders of the day, and take up the re- 
port of the select committee on the petition of 
the surviving officers of the revolutionary army. 

The report concludes with the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That each officer of the revolntion- 
ary army who was entitled to half pay for life un- 
der the several resolves of Congress upon that 
subject, and afterwards, in commutation thereof, 
received the amount of five years’ half pay, in 
certificates or securities of the United States, 
shall now be paid, by the United States, the nom- 
inal amount of such certificates or securities, 
without interest, deducing therefrom one eighth 
part of the said amount. 

The report and resolution having been read, 
and the question having been ¢stated on concur- 
ring with the committee in the resolution— 





which the existing laws imposed for suffering the 
day of payment to pass without making it. Many 
of them had settled in frontier situations, where 
the land had not appreciated more than the value 
of the improvements which had been made upon 
it. The provision for paying back interest was 
itself a very hard one, and such as a liberal indi- 
vidual ought not, nor would pot, insist upon. The 
United States had heretofore rigidly exacted it; 
but the circumstances of the country, in relation 
to money, was never before as embarrassing. If 
the amendment was adopted, it would stimulate 
all the public debtors to make every exertion 
to raise the money before the expiration of the 
“term to which the bill was limited. That our 
treasury would be more embarrassed in the pre- 
sent year than in any subsequent one, from the 
heavy instalments of the public debt which were 


Mr. M‘Coy moved that it be indefinitely post- 
poned; which motion was decided in the affirma- 
tive, as follows: 

For postponement, 60 
Against it, se — 

So the motion was rejected and the subject dis- 
missed for the present session. 

The Speaker laid before the House.a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
an account of the receipts and expenditures of 
the United States for the year 1817. 

Tuesday, March 2. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Ky. the military 
committee were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of all such petitions referred to them 
at the present session, upon which they have not 
yet reported; and the said petitions were laid on 
the table. 





to be paid this year. The public, therefore, 
would be gaining by any measure which would 
expedite the collection of their debts. It was 
true thatthe back interest would amountto a 
larger sum than the government would be oblig- 
ed to give if they were to borrow the money; but, 
as the back interest was intended to stimulate 
paareers to punctuality, it would be in the 


Mr. Pleasants, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, to whom was referred a report of the com- 
missioners of the navy pension fund, made to the 
House during the present session, made a report 
thereon; which was read, and the resolution 
therein contained, after some explanatory remarks 
oy Mr. P. was concurred in, as follows: 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the navy 
vension fund be instructed to use all the means 





ighest degree unjust to exact it under circum- 
stances like the present, when the want of punc- 


which the laws place within their power, to co- 
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erce payment of the balances due to the fund | 


from all persons who may be found indebted to 


the same, and that they report to the House of | 


tepresentatives at an early period of the next ; 


session of Congress, a particular statement of the |! spectful acknowledgments for the fla 
means which have been used, and the success of which you have done we the honor to pass, 
those means, in accomplishing the objects of this || ways entertaining for this house the highest ten. 


resolution: And alse; that they report whether | 
any, and what, additional legislative provisions | 
may be necessary to compel a compliance with | 
the different provisions of the laws on this sub-| 
ject. . 

Mr. Pleasants, from the same committee, re-| 
ported without amendment the bill frum the Se- | 
nate to incorporate into one act the several acts, 
concerning hospitals, and sick and disabled sea- | 
men, and then, on motion of Mr. P. made by the | 
instruction of the naval committee, the biil was | 
indefinitely postponed. 

The Honse took up the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill authorizing the formation of a 
state government for the territory of Missouri, 
and concurred in all of them, except that which 
struck out the prohibitory clause concerning the 
admission and toleration of slavery. 

Some debate arising again on the principle of 
this amendment—Mr. Tallmadge moved the in- 
definite postponement of the bill. 

This motion was discussed at some length— 
Messrs. Mills, Taylor, and Tallmadge, supporting 
the postponement; and Messrs. Scott, Anderson. 
of Ky. Poindexter, Tucker, of Va. Barbour, of 
Va.and Beecher, opposing it; and was decided 
by yeas and nays, in the negative—ayes 69, noes 
74. 


The question recurring on concurring with the 
Senate, in striking out the clause; Mr. Adams 
opposed the concurrence, at some length; and 

The question being taken, was decided in the 
negative, by yeas and, nays as follows: 

For concurring 76 
Against it 73 

So the House refused to agree with the Senate 
in striking out the clause, and the bill was return- 
ed to the Senate. 

A message was received from the Senate; an- 
novncing that they adhere to their amendment, 
(striking out the restriction of slavery,) to the 
bill authorizing a state government for the Mis- 
souri Territory. é' 

The said message was then taken up; when 

Mr. Taylor moved that this House adhere to its 
disagreement to said amendment; which motion 
brought on a renewal of the debate on the sub- 

ject; in which the restriction was zealously sup- 
ported by Messrs. Taylor, Mills, and Tallmadge, 
and as zealously opposed by Mr. Cobb. 
_ ‘The question was finally taken on adhering to 
the former decision of the House, and decided 
in the affirmative, yeas and nays, as follows: 
For adhering 78 
Against it 66 
The adherence of the two Houses to their res- 
pective opinions, precluding any farther proposi- 
tions or compromise on the subject, the bill was 
of course lost. 





Wednesday, March 3. 





To which Mr. Clay replied as follows: 

I beg you to receive, gentlemen, my most Te. 
ttering Vote 
Al. 


sideration, the expression of your approbation 
conveys a gratification as pure as it isindescribable 
I owe it to truth, however, to say, gentlemen, 
that, but for the almost unlimited confidence with 


|} Which you have constantly sustained the chair, { 


shoull have been utterly incompetent to dis. 
charge its arduous duties. 

If, gentlemen, in the course of our delibera. 
tions, momentary irritation has been at any time 
felt, or unkind expressions have ever, in the heat 
of debate, failen from any of us, let these unplea- 
sant incidents be consigned to obiivion, and let 
us recollect, only, the anxious desire which has 
uniformly animated every one to promote what 
appeared to him to be for the prosperity of our 
common country. 

One painful circumstance fills me with the deep. 
est regret It is that, after having co-operates 
with many of you, with some: for years, to ad, 
vance the public good, we separate to meet, per- 
haps no more. I here bear testimony to the fide- 
lity with which you have all labored to fulfil the 
high and honorable trust committed to us by the 
nation. And every one of you will carry with you 
my most ardent wishes for your welfare and hap- 
piness. 


The following is the conclnding part of the Report 
of unfinished business, just before the close of 
the late session of Congress. 

Biils originuting in, and now pending before, the 

Senate, of a private nature. 
A bill for the relief of F. 8. Langueville. 
A bill for the relief of L. H. Gueriain. 
A bill for the relief of R. P. Desionds: 
A bill for the relief of J. M‘Niel. 
A bill for the relief of Eli Hart. 
A bill for the relief of Burding and Booth. 
A bill for the relief of J. Rodreguez. 
A bill for the relief of Douzet and Bourgond? 
A bill for the relief of S. Prevost. 
A bill for the relief of B. Duverge. 
A bill for the relief of J. Pellit. 
A bill for the relief of John Andersém. 
A bill for the relief of A. Milne. 
A bill for the relief of C. Fowler. 
A bill for the relief of N. Brown and al. 
A bill for the relief of L. de Kermoin. 
A bill for the relief of Vincent Grant. 
A bill-for the relief of J. Lefevre. 
A bill fer the relief of J. Purkill. 
_ A bill for the relief of William and Jas. Crooks. 
A bill relative to the patent office. 


BIOGRAPHY. 
COLONEL WM. TATHAM. 
From the Richmond Enquirer. 
The following sketch of this unfortunate and 





| ingenious gentleman was drawn by himself a few 


' 
[No. 19° 
formed the arduous and important duties of th 
| chair. 5 


The following resolution was, on motion of Mr. || days before his death, and addressed to a mem- 
Hugh Nelson, of Virginia, unanimously adopted: 
Resolved, That the thanks of this House be 
presented to the honorable Henry Clay, for the 


‘ber of the Senate of Virginia. We present it as 
lan article of much curious interest to our readers. 
\It is now ascertained that colonel T intended the 





able, impartial, and dignified manner, in which 
he has presided over its deliberations, and per- 


‘act of self-destruction, and had spoken but a few 
‘days before his death of his intention to destroy 
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‘ in the face of the public, on the ver 
bimeelt i death, the Capitol Square! : 
Dear Sir,—In compliance with your request 
of yesterday, 1 have the honor to state, that 1 was 
born in England on the 13th April, €N. S.) 1752. 
My family and connexions are certified under the 
of this commonwealth, in the testimonial of 
the honorable Thomas Nelson, last secretary of 
state in Virginia, filed’ in the papers transmitted 
for the inspection of your honorable committee, 


In the autumn of 1768 my father sent me from 
school to Liverpool, thence to be sent to Messrs. 
Carter & Trent, native American merchants, on 
james river, to be brought up in the commercial 

rsuits of the tobacco trade.” aS u 

Oa my birth day, in 1769, I arrived in Virginia, 
and was immediately received into their employ, 
serving them faithfully several years, and being 
in their confidence, intercourse, and connexion, 
till their death. This year L became intimate 
with your grandfather and father. 

I wasforbidden by my family to take part with 
the Americans; but my own opinion of national 
rights preponderating, I joined Garland’s volun- 
teers, in Lunenburg, Va. but was not in action 
with them at the battle of the Great Bridge, 
(Norfolk) on account of my return from Peters- 
burg to Lunenburg, on important business, under 
orders verbally. 

In April, 1776, and thereafter through the re- 
yolutionary war, I was in the first action fought 
with Indiaas, and in the storm of the enemy’s 
left famous ?ock redoubt at the siege of York— 
with the marquis de la Fayette, General Muhlen- 
burg, &c.—See testimonials in my files, for my 

neral conduct, attested. 

At the close of the revolution, under General 
Washington’s farewell advice to the army, 1 be- 
came a member of the bar, with a practice of 
$8000 per annum; and the representative of my 
county in the legislature of North Carolina. 

In 1783, family concerns (wherein J found a 
trick concerning the statute of limitations) in- 
duced me to go to England; after 11 months ab 
sence [ arrived in Norfolk in an indifferent state 
of health, and although 1 found some of my neigh- 
tors in town with spare horses, the condition of 
my health induced me te come up to Richmond, 
by water, for the settlement of old affairs. 

At this period (February, 1790) came a request 
from general Knox, then secretary of war, under 
the'orders of general Washington, to the gover- 
nor and council of Virginia, to select the person 
they deemed to be most capable of giving such 
topographical additions to the existing maps as 
might enable the federal executive to know their 
country and provide for its defence. See gover- 
nor Beverly Randolph’s letters to me in my files. 

Unfortunately for me, general Washington’s 
wish being always my law, I entered upon this 
ardous task without hesitation, contract, or ar- 
Tangement. I was countenanced by the honora- 
ble the executive of Virginia—had access to all 
the public archives of the state, apartments in the 
aapitol, and every aid, but money, from all the 
departments of government. 

After employing many months, with several 
usistants, transcribing records in the capitol, kc. 
itwas discovered that every map and geographi- 
cal production of the country was so radically er- 
Toneous, that the requisition of the federal admin- 
ulration could not be complied with, without be- 
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ginning and proceeding, de novo, on a map of 
the southern states; and while the public corres- 
pondence was carried on, during an interrupting 
indisposition of gen. Washington, 1 compiled for 
their temporary relief my Analysis of Virginia, 
which general Knox caused tobe printed in Phil- 
adelphia, reserving to mea copy tight, for politi- 
val reasons. 

Before a definitive answer was procured from 
the war office, I had completed about two thirds 
of my map of the southern states, on beth a sail 
and a large scale; but, alas! when the federal go- ° 
vernment deemed my ieas too comprehensive 
to be carried intoveffect, I was left without money, 
considerably involved in debts, my honor forbade 
me to evade, andthe gistof the quéstion of res. 
ponsibility between the two governments hurled 
the whole obligation on’ gov. Randolph’s person- 
al estates; a circumstance of which no man of hon- 
est feelings would be base enough to avail him- 
self. 

In this dilemma, various projects were propos- 
ed, by subscription, &c. to enable me to procced, 
and to persevere. My office continued open to 
all the views of administration, at my own ex- 
pense, and the treasury being then very poor, the 
lottery law of 1791 was resorted to, us well to give 
me some prospect of remuneration for my servi- 
ces rendered and the debts incurred,as to encou- 
rage my perseverance to accomplish the views of 
government. 

In 1792—3,1 made two different journeys to 
the western country, surveying and collecting 


jsurveys and other information, and completing 


the Teunessee, Kentucky, and Georgia frontiers, 
as herewith exhibited; but for want of wagonage 
at that period, my trunks ofdocuments were six 
months delayed in the hands of my friend Mr. 
M‘Gavock, at fort Chiswell. 

At this time, 1 left an office fitted up at Knox- 
ville, a similar one at ‘Abingdon, and one ‘on the 
eastern side of Shockoe creek, in the city of 
Richmond—all of them a dead loss to me. 

In August, 1791, I sat out in company and with 
the aid of my old revolutionary friend and com- 
patriot, (col. Edward Carrington, of venerable 
memory,) to Fredericksburg; thence under his 
introductory letters, to'Georgetown and Wash- 
ington, Columbia: we parted at Fredericksburg, 
alas! to meet no more in this world. 

Georgetown being then the only populated 
part of Coluinbia, I fixed an office in the hpuse of 
Messrs. Bowman & Co. of Baltimore, made all 
possible progress in collecting materials and doing 
public good, and advanced to Baltimore in face of 
the yellow fever. 

The violence of the yellow fever then raging 
in Baltimore, put a stop to all friendly arrange- 
ments which had been preparatorily made for me 
with an engraver in tbat place. 1 went to Phila- 
delphia, established an office in the house of Mr. 
Charles Young, in Chesnut street, and negotiated 
with Messrs. Thackara and Vallance, the only com- 
petent engravers then in that plac., but who were 
previously engaged on Griffith’s map of Maryland, 
which delayed them longer than they expected, 
and too long for me to wait without resources, In 
New York I found no engraver in the map line, 
In Philadelphia I made considerable acquisitions 
of topographical materials; and after becoming 
acquainted with the Spanish minister, (Don Jo- 
seph Jadannes, who had married Miss Stoughton, 
of Boston) he suggested the probability that Lo- 
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pez, in Madrid, who was bred an engraver in Lon: 
don, might be disengaged, and that he had a strong 
desire that my maps should be engraven in the 
capital of his native country, and the two nations 
become more intimately known to each other, and 
bound in the reciprocal interests of commerce. 
Ultimately, he very liberally furnished me with 
letters of introduction and credit. to his family 
in Madrid, about court, his private purse, and 
passports: but, on my arrival in Madrid, I found 
Lopez aud his whole force so occupied, on exten- 
sve and important works for the king, that he 
could not touch the subject. 

From Madrid, | went to England in August 
1796, all which may be vetified By my passports. 
1 exerted myself in London till autumn 1800, try- 
ing the whole time, (as will be seen by every 
year’s correspondence in the files.) supporting 
myself by my industry as an author and civil en- 
gineer, to effect our purpose against Mr. Pitt’s 
violent opposition to our country’s prosperity, and 
struggling with difficulties which compelled me 
to use my hereditary resources. 

While in London I continually conferred with 
our ministers, King and Monroe; | made two 
contracts to complete the geography of North 
America in connexion with an American house, 
buying out Mr. Arrowsmith, and engaging him, 
generally, in our service: this was los‘ by the fail- 
ure of that house, in consequence of a few days 
stoppage of the Bank of England. The second 
contract was with Mr. Fairburn, and with Mr Ad. 
kins, (the second topographical draftsman in Eu 
rope,) who had engaged to prepare the whole 
general and detail maps of North America for the 
plates. This promising young man was killed by 
a stroke of the sun, when working on my first 
map, exposed to the focal heat of a full sun win- 
dow. 

The materials accumulated in England, &c. ex- 
ceed all probable conception, and can only be ex- 
amined at the house I am compelled to keep; six 
rooms having long been necessary to display the 
contents ef my accumulation, bearing me down 
with unavoidable expense. 

I left London in October 1801, under President 
Monroe’s passport and letter of approbation. In 
1806 I was appointed first commissioner of the 
United States on the survey of the coast of North 
Carolina; and have since expended, in surveying 
and investigating our maratime frontier, about 
seven years of my time, and five thousand dollars. 

During the Jate war, myself, and access to my 
docuntents, were detained and attached to the war 
office: It was distinguished by the new arrange- 
ment of the army, and Ihave ever since been 
borne down by loads of expense too heavy for one 
to bear without income. 

I have, in the topographical branch office alone, 
manuscripts of all the countries between our At- 
lantic and Pacific coasts, including Mexico. 

‘The worst is, that while thus perseveringly at- 
tached to the public service, many of my lands, 
&c, have been intruded on, and wasted by frauds. 

In the revolutionary: war J drew one hunting 
shirt only, when naked, on Indian service. lL have 
received no military lands or pay, but am over 
whelmed with debt, wounds and pains, and have 
nothing but the product of the lottery law to res 
cue me and my suffering family from begging in 
the street. 

1 am, dear sir, your grateful serv’t. . * 
February 8, 18i9. WM. VATHAM. 
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The Legislat ire passed the Lottery law, whi 
colonel Tatham asked for, buta fi ay be 
his death. <i 

soe 


MISCELLANY, 
Translated from a Havana paper, 

Fsland of Cuba —Vhe Royal Revenue arising + 
from the island, in the year 1818, amounted, 2 
cording to the official statement, to § 4,104,666, 
exceeding those of the year before, by § 894,47) 


So flourishing is this island at present; 80 great 


has beea its progress of late years, and so prom: 
ising are its future prospects, that (with the ex. 
ception of Mexico and Peru) it may be safely pros 
nounced the most important possession -of his 
Catholic majesty on this side of the water, Ip. 
deed, when we call to mind the immense even. 
ues which those two great vice royalties former.’ 
ly yielded to the mother country, but which 
from revolutions and civil discord they no longer ‘ 
yield, and recollect that prior to the ‘Spanish re. 


volution, Cuba was a burden instead of a benefit’ 


to the royal treasury, we cannot help considering 
her “the brightest gem” in Ferdinand’s diadem, 





From the Baltimore American. 
LONGEVITY, 

There is now living in this city a negro man 
named John Shadwell Dock, a native of Africa, 
who, accorcing to his own account to the gentle. 
man to whom he last belonged, is about one hun- 


dred and thirty-five. years of age. He states that ’ 


when about twenty-three years old, a war existed 
between the native Africans, in which he was ta- 
ken prisoner and sold to the English. From the 
English he was captured by the French and car 
ried to France, where he lived twenty years— 
About two years after he arrived in America at 
Marlborough, in this state, from whence he was 
sold to Col. Benjamin Young, near Baltimore, 
with whom he lived twenty-one years; he then 
became the property of Mr. Zachariah Macubbin, 
with whom and with his son he lived sixty yéars, 
when the younger Macubbin died, which was in 
Nov. 1809. 





NAVIGATION, 


A letter from Havanna, dated the 4th inst. says 


“The steam boat eee + of New Orleans, in- 
tended to py between this place and Matanzas, 
arrived here on the Ist in very handsome style— 
the shipping and wharves were crowded with 
spectators. She is much admired, but not re- 
garded as a boat calculated to be of much service 

ere.” 





From the Bultimore Federal Gazette. 

MR, LANCASTER AND MR. SPEAKER CLAY. 
When slim Speaker Clay looking up at his Caar 
Saw that very fut man, Joseph Lancaster there, 
He said, while with pleasure the pun thro’ him 

thrill’d, 
Sir I never before saw that Chair so well fill’d.” 
The Teacher well pleas’d, to reply was not slow; 
For witty tho’ serious was dignified Joe. 
He mildly remark’d, in the same punning way, 
* He who fill’d this chair best was no better than 
Clay.” 


ee 


Consulate General of Denmark. 
At Philadelphia, March 1st, 1819. 
NOTICE TO BALTIC TRADEKS. 
Masters of vessels bound to the Sound or te 
any of the ports in the Baltic, are hereby invited 
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to provide themselves with bills of health from 
the Danish consul, or the consul residing in the 
at, or for the state from which they clear out. 
as vessels on their arrival at the Sound, without 
having on board such a bill of health, will imme- 
diately, without regard to any other similar docu 
ment they may possess, be ordered intoa quar- 
antine of observation of at least 4 or 5 days, which 
delay may have unpleasant consequences for the 
voyage; to avoid which, this notice is respectfully 
given. P. PEDERSEN 
N.B. Editors of newspapers in the principal 
sea ports, are requested 4s soon as it may be con- 
yenient, to give the above one insertion in their 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
GREAT BRITAIN, 

London, Dec. 3.—There are, it seems, forty fri 
gates now upon the stocks, or ordered to be Isid 
down. May it be hoped that the American scale 
will be considered in the structure ‘of every one 
of them? Some of the most painful of our his- 
torical recollections are those which place before 
us the unequal contests of British with American 
frigates. There had been means enough, even 
before this late war, to know the force of the lat- 
ter, for nothing is more public than ship building: 
it must be carried on close to navigable channels, 
and the eye of every seaman readily compares the 
length and breadth of one ship with another. Yet 
with all this opportunity for preparation, not a 
single frigate existed in our navy, equal to the 
American rate. Surely this will not be the case 
hereafter. The subject should, however, be men- 
tioned in Parliament, and the money refused un- 
less the vessels are built on a proper scale. 


HOME AFFAIRS. 
MICHIGAN, 
A committee, appointed for the purpose, has 
lately published a report giving a statistical view 
of the city of Detroit. According to this report, 
it is situated in north latitude 42 deg. 25 min. on 
the northwest bank of the river Detroit, nine 
miles distant from Lake St. Clair, and eighteen 
miles from Lake Erie. ‘The present population, 
exclusive of the garrison, is 1110: of whom 596 
are white males, 444 females, and 70 free people 
ofcolor. The buildings are 142 dwelling houses, 
and 131 stores and shops, and public buildings, 
of which 51 were erected during the past year. 
There are two catholic and one protestant cler- 
gymen, 12 attorneys at law, 3 physicians and sur- 
geone, 5 instructors of the English, French, and 
learned languages, 170 scholars, and 174 mechan- 
ics. The value. of exports during the past year 
was $69,330—Imports $ 15,611. 
LOUISIANA. 

In the House of Representatives of the state of 
Louisiana, on the 14th ultimo, Mr. Baker, agreea- 
bly ta notice, presented a resolution—“That the 
legislature tender their thanks to major general 
Jackson for his gallant conduct during the inva. 
sion of Louisiana by the British; and that they au- 
thorize the governor to procure a sword with ap- 
propriate devices (not to exceed in cost $900) 
and present the same to the general in behalf of 
this legislature; and that a committe of two mem- 
bers be appointed to draft.a suitable address to 
him, stating that though slow in acknowledging 





their obligations, they have ever felt-the liveliest 
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sensations of gratitude for his distinguished ser- 
vices.” Ihe resolution is likely, from what ap- 
pears on the subject, to pass both Houses. — 

| oeemenenneeel 


ARMY. 
ead Quarters, Eastern Section, Division of the 
South. 
Assistant Adjutant General’s Tae 
Fernandina, 18th Feb. 1819. 
GENERAL ORDER, 

In fuiure, officers of the army charged with for- 
warding troups, provisions, ordnance, and ord- 
nance. stores, to Fernandina, or Amelia Island, 
or any other public supplies for the use of the 
troops on that station, by water, when such troops: 
or supplies shall amount to one half of the ves-. 
sel’s freight, will employ a registered vessel, and 
require of the master or owner to take his clear- 
ance for Fernandina, and not for St. Mary’s, as- 
has been heretofore practised. 

By order of Major General Gaines. 
J. M. GLASS«.LL, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


THE VICTORY. 
A Song commemogative of the glorious 8th Jan. 1815. 
TUNE—“ ANACREON IN HEAVEN.” 
Britannia advances with white swelling sail, 
Her red cross is floating in pride on the gale; 
She comes with her host over ocean afar, 
And sound with shrill trump the dread signal of war. 
And many a warrior of fame in the fight, 
And many a hero in chivalry bright, 
Descends with bold step on the patriot shore, 
Where freedom is cherished and dwells evermore. 





Ah! woe to her warriors of fame in the fight, 

Ah! woe to her heroes in chivalry bright! 

The scenery will darken ere closes the day, 

And the war kindled eye fade in dimness away; 

For fame they will battle, for glory they’ll die, 

And struck to the earth in their blood they shall lic; 
The proud ones! who dare to invade the dear shore, 
Where freedom has chosen to dwell evermore, 


How vainly they thicken and press on the field, 
Where freemen the faulchiou of liberty wield! 
There death striding dreadful the columns among, 
Spreads carnage and horror amidst the deep throng, 
And thousands sink down to repose on the plain, 
That the reveillee never shall waken again; 
For they came to pollute and enslave the dear shore, 
Where Heaven-born freedom shall dwellevermores 


Let the festal of triumph resplendentty shine; 
Round the brows of brave Jackson the laurel entwing; 
For the few that have fallen in Liberty’s name, 
Drop a tear in the cup that we fill to their fame; 
And to Him who smil’d on us, who dwells in the skies, 
From our hearts let the tribute of gratitude rise; 
It was he gave the vict’ry and bless’d the lov’d shore! 
Where freedom is sacred and dwells evermore.. 





EDITOR’S CABINET. 


Ciry or WasHINGTON, 2 
March 6, 1819. 


Slauery.— The vehemence with which acertain 
portion of the Representatives of the people in 
the late House of Representatives fought for the 





principle of slavery, isa bad omen for the even- 


ca 
/ 
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tual extirpation of that evil from among the Ame- 
rican community. The southern, and some of the 
western, states are evidently wedded to slavery; 
and they are for giving it as wide a spread as pos- 
sible. Itis in vain that abolition and colonization 
societies are formed. Thcir influence will be lost 
when opposed to the never-ceasing principle of 
population, which, in fifty years, will darken the 
face of the country by millions of negroes in ser- 
vitude. By the way, the abolition society and the 
colonization society are directly opposed to each 
other. The object of the one is to produce free 
blacks in the United States, the object of the 
other is to get rid of them. If these free blacks 
are obnoxious to the social order of the whites, 
then the abolition society is a nuisance; if they 
are not obnoxious, and the freedom of. the ne- 
groes in the Union is agreeable, then the co- 
lonization society is superfluous. 





European politics —Vhe latest advices from Eu- 
rope give us to understand, that changes were 
taking place in both the French and English 
ministries. At Paris, the king appears to leana 
good deal to the new men; in other words, to the 
politicians of the revolutionary school, both re- 
publican and Bonapartean. The late French mi- 
nistry could not agree, it seems, on the bases of 
the laws touching elections and the recruiting of 
the armies; and so they resigned. Louis does not 
find the Bonaparteans at all difficult as tu monar 
chial doctrines: These doctrines, the statesmen of 
the Napoleon character, are willing to stretch to 
the extreme of despotism; and this, in them, is cer- 
tainly consistent, since it is only acting in conform- 
ity to the maxims of their late imperial master. 
‘The republicans—and we presume they are sup- 
ported by the mass of the French people—are 
for, ameliorating the severity of the military code, 
and for a reasonable extension of the freedom of 
suffrage. In England, it is said, lord Liverpool, 
the Premier, is about to retire, to make way for 
lord Castlereagh: This latter lord, who has risen 
chiefly by an unexpected concurrence of circum. 
stances, as unforeseen as they were extraordina- 
yy, begins to be disturbed by the influence of the 
Wellesleys. We should not be at all surprized if 
this latter family, at present so powerful through 
the talents of the marquis, and of his brother the 

duke of Wellington, were to push lord Castle- 
reagh entirely from his seat in the administra- 
tion, and seize the reins of authority themselvés. 
jt is understood that there was a difference be- 
tween the duke and lord Castlereagh at the Con- 
gress of Aix-la-Chapelle; and this difference may 
be easily couverted into an open breach where 
interest and ambition combine to promote a rup- 
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Tiems of News.—A severe gale was experienced 
at Boston, Massachusetts, on the 25th ultimo, in 
which considerable damage was done to the ship. 
ping. . 

Mr. Fonsrra, the new minister of the United 
States to Spzin, isto sail immediately for Spain. 
on board the United States’ vessel of war Hornet, 
captain Reid. He will be the bearer of the re. 
cent Spanish treaty, for ratification by king Fer. 
dinand, and will leave town on ‘Tuesday or Wed. 
nesday next. 


had a fall on his piazza, and dislocated one of his 
shoulders. It has, by surgical skill, been happily 
replaced. 

General James Mixer, who distinguished hime 
self so much in the late war between the United 
States and Great Britain, has been appointed go. 
vernor of the new territory of Arkansaw. Roszrr 
CnrittrrenbeEN is the secretary. 

South America —The brig Spy, captain Rear. 
don, arrived at Baltimore from Rio Janeiro, (in 
Brazil) brings accounts, said to have been receiv. 
ed overland from Valparaiso, (in Chile,) that the 
royal Spanish expedition, expected for some time 
past in that quarter, were decoyed into that port: 
by the royal flag, which had been kept flying by 
the patriots. This expedition consists of one 50 
gun ship, two sloops of war, and seven transports, 
with a number of troops. It was understood at 
Rio Janeiro, that the whole country surrounding 
Monte Video was in possession of Gen. Artigas. 
We hear, from several quarters, of troops ar- 
riving from England, to sustain the Patriot cause 
in Venezuela. Rumors of this kind have been so 
often put in circulation, that they should be re- 
ceived with a few grains of allowance. That the 
Patriots are not in possession of the seaports of 
Venezuela, we take for granted: if they were, 
we should have more frequent and authentic ad- 
vices of their operations. 


Ship of the Line—On Monday last, between 
eleven and twelve o’clock, a 74 gun ship, named 
the Cotumsvs, was launched from the navy yard 
in the City of Washington, amidst the greetings 
of numerous spectators. She went off without 
accident and in a style that does credit to the pre- 
cautionary measures taken by the superint endent 


Colonel Tatham—tIn the National Register of, 
to day, is inserted a biographical sketch of the late 
colonel William ‘Tatham, written by himself. This 
gentleman was well known in Washington, As 
connected with the sketch, it may not be amiss to 
mention, that, on the commemoration of general 
Washington’s birth-day, in the present year, at 
Richmoad, he threw himself suddenly before a 








ture. 





cannon, as it was fired off, and was instantly. killed; 


The Vice Purstpent of the United States hag ° 





